Veterinary Practice Statement
The best, most specific definition of the practice of Veterinary Medicine, without a license
comes from Texas state law: "The Veterinary Licensing Act defines the practice of veterinary medicine
as the diagnosis, treatment, correction, change, manipulation, relief or prevention of animal disease,
deformity, defect, injury, or other physical condition, including the prescription or administration of a drug,
biologic, anesthetic, apparatus, or other therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique; representation of
an ability and willingness to perform the acts listed above; or use titles, words, or letters to induce the belief
that a person is legally authorized and qualified to perform an act listed above; or the receipt of
compensation for performing an act listed above."
Any fish retailer without a DVM who accepts money to identify or diagnose ANY medical
condition may be a criminal who can be arrested. Those without a DVM license may not claim
to be a "practitioner”
"In Colorado and most other states, a person cannot call themselves a “therapist” “doctor” or “practitioner”
or say they do “therapy” on animals unless they are a veterinarian. Otherwise, they can be accused of
practicing veterinary medicine without a license."
Practicing Veterinary Medicine
Practicing veterinary medicine without a license is a crime in the USA and a felony in some states. While
each statute is different, most all prohibit the diagnosis and treatment of any animal without a valid State
license.
There are several issues relating to the dangers of fish dealers performing as veterinary medical advisors:
•
Dealers performing medical acts and losing hobbyists’ fish
•
Your competition reporting your actions to the Board as criminal activities
In the more odd cases, even recommending doing nothing can cause harm, or loss. Inept laymen may
recommend withholding medical treatment or recommend having a Koi euthanized, claiming that the Koi is
not worth treating with, or would not survive a life-saving procedure or treatment.
Not Charging, Is It Still The Practice of Veterinary Medicine?
According to this Hawaii statute, accepting money to diagnose illness is a crime punishable by up to six
months in prison.
North Carolina law
In North Carolina, you must have a license to practice Veterinary Medicine to perform de-worming or
vaccinations, even if you do not charge a fee.
New Hampshire law
According to the New Hampshire Veterinary Practices Act, anyone violating the status is liable for $2,000.00
per violation.
California expands their statute to include any laymen whose activities may cause harm to an animal.
According to the California Veterinary Medical Board: "Anyone who witnesses or believes that a licensed
veterinarian or unlicensed person's behavior or activities may cause harm (or the potential for harm) to
animal patients or may be illegal, can file a complaint."

Doc’s Thoughts

(Do not substitute for the paid opinion of a trained, licensed legal counselor)

First: Know your customer and make sure you also totally trust your customer. Still, get a waiver.
Second: Never advertise your “services” or assistance. Perhaps use your capabilities but do not offer, up
sell, or aggrandize these skills.
Third: Seriously reconsider ever charging anything directly for any assessment or advice regarding fish
health.
Fourth: Your opinion may include that you are safe if you merely assess a condition, but never offer a
written or formal “diagnosis”. Observing the simple “condition” that a dog has fleas on its body is one thing,
while diagnosing that ectoparasitism is the root of the problem is another.
Fifth: You should never prescribe nor render a treatment for someone’s fish. You may indicate a shelf
containing the commonly used medications in your store for a particular condition but I’d avoid actually
dosing or doing a treatment.
If their fish die – or if you’re being stung by a regulatory agency, how close can anyone come to saying
“They represented that they were qualified to diagnose and treat my fish, I paid them, and the outcome
was unpalatable.” - If anything like that can be said, you will probably pay.

